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Dear Students, Parents, Carers, and BBG Community,

Life is full of milestones. As parentswe recognisethe ΨŦƛǊǎǘǎǘŜǇΩor the ΨŦƛǊǎǘǿƻǊŘΩΣor later, the ΨŦƛǊǎǘsolo bike ǊƛŘŜΩor
ΨǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎǎŎƘƻƻƭΩasimportant eventsthat we commemorateand reminisceabout long after they havecomeand gone. As
educators, we look forward to the school year milestonesςΨŦƛǊǎǘday ōŀŎƪΩafter summer holidaysςΨŦƛǊǎǘformal
ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩin a sportshallςΨŦƛǊǎǘgroupǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩin classςor even:ΨD/{9ResultsDayΩ.

However,in the BBGBulletin,we try to capture*every* milestone. Everykeyevent,big sportingfixture, dramaproduction,
dancerecitalor successthat studentsexperienceboth in andoutsideof their schoollife. Wewant to recogniseeverypart of
what makesour school,our studentsandour communityunique: the successesandexperiencesof the studentswhilst they
walkour halls. It isanabsolutepleasureto be ableto read,edit, cropandpresentthe achievementsof all our students,week
in andweekout ςasit remindsme just how privilegedI am in my jobςto be a part of a schoolthat really is at the heart of
the community.

Todaywe celebratea milestoneof our own; the 100th Editionof the BBGBulletin. We beganthe Bulletin in Novemberof
2016 ςand looking back over the previous 99 editions, I am in awe of all that our students have accomplishedand
experienced. What is evenmore specialis the fact that I, personally,havebeen able to seefirst-hand so many of these
experiences: like the amazingtrip to Ypresto commemorate100yearssincethe Armisticewassigned. Standingshoulderto
shoulderwith our students,who weresohumbleandrespectful,andjust a credit to usall. Or the numberof performingarts
andmusicproductionsI haveattended,leavingme in amazementat the sheertalent of our pupils. [ŜǘΩǎnot forget, aswell,
the impact that the successesof our studentsin the Equestrianteam andon the playingfieldshashadon our studentbody
at largeςit is with no small amount of fear, excitementand anticipation that we watch as our studentsenthusiastically
throw themselvesinto theseexcitingopportunitiesςandweŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘbe moreproud.

Not all of the memoriesarehappyςlosingElliein 2017wasoneof the most difficult timesat BBG. Yetdespitethe lossand
the painwe felt, we pulled together, in true BBGstyleand supportedone another. Ellieremainsa part of BBG,andwill do
for yearsto come. TheEllieBramhamAwardhasbeengivenfor the pasttwo yearsto a Year11 studentwho demonstrates
the most willingnessto contribute to schoollife ςand we are overjoyedthat Mr Bramhamhimselfwill be joining us at this
ȅŜŀǊǎΩGraduationto speakto the classof 2019ς9ƭƭƛŜΩǎyeargroup.

Theone constantover the past100 editionsof the BBGBulletin,however,hasbeenthe amazingsupport that is offered to
our fantasticstudentsby YOUςthe parentsof BBG. Wewould not be wherewe arenow without the teameffort, feedback
andcarethat you all provideon a dailybasisfor our studentsςsothankyou. Thankyou for all you havedone,that you are
doingandthat youwill do to continueto keepBBGAcademythe fantasticplacethat it is: somuchmore than just a building
whichhousesincrediblestudents.

I hopeyouenjoythe trip throughthe BulletinΨƳŜƳƻǊȅƭŀƴŜΩasyouviewthe last99BBGBulletinfront pages.

Yours sincerely

Saira Luffman
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The BBG Community Champions

have done a sterling job during

their Applied Resilience lessons

this term, helping the Friends of

Birkenshaw Churchyard group to

clear up at St Paulôs. They have

helped to clear weeds, spread

woodchip, clear up leaves, plant

bulbs and collect litter. The

students have been a real

pleasure to work with and have

thrown themselves into the work

enthusiastically.

COMMUNITY 
CHAMPIONS

We would love to hear about and celebrate our studentsô successes out of school also. Please 

send any news items to bbgbulletin@bbgacademy.com

SCIENCE CLUB
This week at Science club the

students were enjoying making

slime. We investigated how

concentration of PVA affected

the stretchiness of slime; They

really got stuck into it!

YOU SAID, WE DID
At our recent Y7 and Y11 parents

evening you kindly gave us

feedback and as a result we are in

the process of making some

changes.

ṉ You asked us to improve our

parents evening booking system

and wait time. You will be pleased

to know that we have purchased an

online system that will go live after

Christmas. This will allow you to

book online and ensure we keep to

appointment times.

ṉ One feedback form expressed

some concern over parental

communication. We have added the

weekly newsletter and Twitter posts

and have a commitment to respond

to parents within 24 hours of

parental contact where possible.

ṉ Two feedback forms requested

the reduction of Rise and Read. As

discussed at Y6 Open Evening we

are committed to the Rise and Read

programme and we do believe that

there are many benefits that will

enhance student progress across all

subjects not just English.

ṉ There was concern expressed

over the difficulty and cost of

ordering PE kit. From January 2017

you will be able to buy the kit either

online or at Sport FX in

Cleckheaton.

A big thank you must go to the Friends of BBG

Academy (FOBBGA) for the fabulous evening of

Festive Pampering and Shopping, held at the academy

last night.

We enjoyed sharing the heart space

with both our guests and exhibitors;

A lovely evening was had by all.

Please follow Friends of BBG

Academy ïfobbga on Facebook for

information about other events.




